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Story 13: The Fiery Chili Challenge 

 

Story shared by: Daniel 

Representing: Nigeria 

The Story:  

Once upon a time, there was a great food competition among the animals, and everyone believed the 

tortoise didn't stand a chance. "He’s too slow," they said, "there’s no way he’ll even make it to the top 

ten." 

All the animals gathered around a large table, and the competition began. The challenge was to eat 

food spiced with lots of pepper and chili. There was only one rule: if anyone made the sound "shhhffff" 

because the chili was too hot, they would be disqualified. 

The animals started eating, and one by one, they dropped out, until only ten were left. The tortoise, 

feeling the heat in his mouth but not showing it, would turn to the others and say, "I'm sure you're 

not about to do 'shhhffff,' right?" They would all reply, "No, no, no." And the tortoise would nod, 

"Good, good." 

As the contest continued, only three animals remained. The tortoise reminded them, "Now, it's just 

the three of us. If anyone makes the 'shhhffff' sound, they’re out." His competitors agreed. Then, it 

was down to just two—the tortoise and one other animal. The tortoise turned to him and said, 
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"Remember, if anyone does 'shhhffff,' they lose." The other animal, confident, replied, "Yes, yes, no 

problem." 

But soon, the other animal couldn’t bear the heat anymore and let out a big "shhhffff." And just like 

that, he was disqualified. 

Everyone watching was in shock. "How could the tortoise win this competition with all that chili?" they 

cried. They had been focused on his actions but hadn’t realized that his mind was sharper than theirs. 

Story Moral: The moral of the story is to never judge someone by their outward appearance or 

behavior. What truly matters is a person’s mind and abilities, which may not always be visible at first. 

Someone who seems slow or quiet might be much more intelligent or capable than they appear. 

Therefore, it's important not to underestimate anyone based on how they seem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


